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“The natural world

is the primary revelation of the
divine”







Creation:
od’s Book of Works
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Anthropocentrism



Biblical Cosmology Under Siege

* Copernicus 1473 —1543
De Revolutionibus (pope Paul 1)

e Kepler 1571 - 1630
Laws of Planetary Motion
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* Galileo 1564 — 1642 (Pope Urban Vi) 4
Heliocentric Theory Al

Copernicus
“Upstart Astrologer”




Geocentric Earth

| Ptolemy’s Nested Spheres



The Great Chain of Being

Angels

Kings

Wild Animals
Domesticated Animals
Trees
Other Plants
Precious Stones
Precious Metals
Other minerals

The chain was a series of hierarchical
links with God at the top.

Each level of the chain had its own
hierarchy, with the king at the top of the
human level.

Disruptionsin the chain could also
disrupt the laws of nature and cause

bizarre events to occur.




Neglect of the Cosmos

3locks Moral/ Ethical
INteEgrIty.
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You live here
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Tree Of Life: genetic affinity

We are all brothers
and sisters ...

of our
ne fruit fly.
dn‘ferent from
chimpanzees!

Genetic Affinity —
We are all One — Fact!
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My Universe Story, by Connie Barlow, wersion 11094
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Implications?




- The Universe is a
communion of
subjects not a

collection of objects






Contemporary Theology

to ponder on

Ecological Conversion
ALL ARE ONE

A new metaphor
THE TREE OF LIFE

Trinity
CREATIA CONTINUA
Eco justice
~Principles
(LAND) ETHICS |
WHOLE COMMUNITY C
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Living In right
relationships

Love God, Love your
Neighbour

Who is my Neighbour? §

Can we stretch ou;
notion of ethics tof &
include the LAND 7 88

——









‘It must be said that some
committed and prayerful

Christians, with the excuse of &
realism and pragmatism, tend to
ridicule expressions of concern for %
the environment.

Others are passive; they choose not
to change their habits and thus become
Inconsistent. So what they all need is
an

Ecological sy ,
Conversion, ‘
whereby the effects of their

encounter with Jesus Christ become
evident in their relationship with the
world around them.’
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The Great Chain of Being
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The Tree of L|fe
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The Natural Environment places

finite limitations on our behaviour
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or we will perish in the desert”
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The Earth




Job realises that all of creation is
created by God, that God cares for
all living species indiscriminately,
including-the—-monsters—of-the-
dEep and beasts afithelandsAllrare
Oivalue to God, human oemJg Al
" L [fideed merely "a breaths (7= J)
SIMply a parteiicreation..
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that creation I1s not there
merely to serve human
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*;;13 asSHeSIIle Torces put to be
Sleited for themselves




