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7. A great project of peace

ter them and listen to what they
have to say;
- peace with all creation, rediscovering the grandeur of God’s gift and
our individual and shared responsibility as inhabitants of this world,
citizens and builders of the future.

In these days, we celebrate the seventieth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, adopted in the wake of the Second World
War. In this context, let us also remember the observation of Pope
John XXIII: “
The politics of peace, conscious of
and deeply concerned for every
situation of human vulnerability,
can always draw inspiration from
, the hymn that Mary,
the
the Mother of Christ the Saviour
and Queen of Peace, sang in the
name of all mankind…
(4).

Peace, in effect, is the fruit of a
great political project grounded in
the mutual responsibility and interdependence of human beings. But it
is also a challenge that demands to
be taken up ever anew. It entails a
conversion of heart and soul; it is
both interior and communal; and it
has three inseparable aspects:

(Lk 1:50-55).
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- peace with oneself, rejecting inflex- 2. cf Encyclical Letter
ibility, anger and impatience; in the
(29 June 2019, No.7)
Exhibitionwords of Saint Francis de Sales, 3. cf. Address at the “
Convention in Padua: “
, no.
showing “
5, 2002.
in order to offer
4. Encyclical Letter
(11
;
April 1963), ed. Carlen, 24.
- peace with others: family members,
friends, strangers, the poor and the
suffering, being unafraid to encoun-
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Good politics is at the
service of peace
1.
In
sending his disciples forth on mission, Jesus told them:

(Lk 10:5-6).

Bringing peace is central to the mission of Christ’s disciples. That peace
is offered to all those men and women who long for peace (1)
The
“
of which Jesus speaks is
every family, community, country
and continent, in all their diversity
and history. But it is also our “
”: the world in which God
has placed us and which we are
called to care for and cultivate.

Jesus tells us that, “

(Mk 9:35). Political
office and political responsibility
thus constantly challenge those
called to the service of their country to make every effort to protect
those who live there and to create
the conditions for a worthy and just
future. If exercised with basic respect for the life, freedom and
2. The challenge of good politics dignity of persons, political life can
indeed become an outstanding
We know that the thirst for power at
form of charity.
any price leads to abuses and injustice. Politics is an essential means of 3. Charity and human virtues:
building human community and in- (These are) the basis of politics at the
stitutions, but when political life is service of human rights and peace.
not seen as a form of service to Pope Benedict XVI noted that “
society as a whole, it can become a
means of oppression, marginalization and even destruction.
” (2)
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In this regard, it may be helpful to
recall the
, proposed by Vietnamese Cardinal François-Xavier Nguyễn Vãn
Thuận, a faithful witness to the Gospel who died in 2002:
-

4. Political Vices
Sadly, together with its virtues, politics also has its share of vices. We
think of corruption in its varied
forms: the misappropriation of public resources, the exploitation of
individuals, the denial of rights, the
flouting of community rules, dishonest gain, the justification of power
by force or the arbitrary appeal to
and the refusal to relinquish power.
To which we can add xenophobia,
racism, lack of concern for the natural environment, the plundering of
natural resources for the sake of
quick profit and contempt for those
forced into exile.

Clearly, these vices detract from the
credibility of political life overall, as
well as the authority, decisions and
(3)
actions of those engaged in it.
These
vices, which undermine the
Every election and re-election, and
every stage of public life, is an oppor- ideal of an authentic democracy,
tunity to return to the original points bring disgrace to public life and
of reference that inspire justice and threaten social harmony.
law. One thing is certain: good politics 5. Good politics
is at the service of peace. It respects This promotes the participation of the
and promotes fundamental human young and trust in others. When the
rights, which are at the same time exercise of political power aims only
mutual obligations, en- at protecting the interests of a few
abling a bond of trust privileged individuals, the future is
and gratitude to be compromised and young people can
forged
between be tempted to lose confidence,
present and future since they are relegated to the margenerations.
gins of society without the possibili-

ty of helping to build the future. But 6. No to war and to the
when politics concretely fosters the
strategy of fear
talents of young people and their
A
aspirations, peace grows in their out- hundred years after the end of
the First World War, we are more
look and on their faces.
conscious than ever of the terrible
Politics is at the service of peace if it lesson taught by fratricidal wars:
finds expression in the recognition of peace can never be reduced solely
the gifts and abilities of each individ- to a balance between power and
ual. Everyone can contribute his or fear. To threaten others is to lower
her stone to help build the common them to the status of objects and
to deny their dignity.
home.
Authentic political life, grounded in This is why we state once more
law and in frank and fair relations that an escalation of intimidation,
between individuals, experiences re- and the uncontrolled proliferation
newal whenever we are convinced of arms, is contrary to morality and
that every woman, man and genera- the search for true peace.
tion brings the promise of new relational, intellectual, cultural and Political addresses that tend to
blame every evil on migrants and to
spiritual energies.
deprive the poor of hope are unacThat kind of trust is never easy to ceptable. Rather, there is a need to
achieve, because human relations reaffirm that peace is based on
are complex, especially in our own respect for each person, whatever
times, marked by a climate of mis- his or her background, on respect
trust rooted in the fear of others or for the law and the common good,
of strangers, or anxiety about one’s on respect for the environment entrusted to our care and for the
personal security.
richness of the moral tradition inherSadly, it is also seen at the political
ited from past generations.
level, in attitudes of rejection or
forms of nationalism that call into Our thoughts turn in a particular
question the fraternity of which our way to all those children currently
globalized world has such great need. living in areas of conflict, and to all
Today more than ever, our societies those who work to protect their
” who can be lives and defend their rights. The
need “
messengers and authentic witnesses witness given by those who work
of God the Father, who wills the to defend them and their dignity is
good and the happiness of the hu- most precious for the future of
humanity.
man family.

