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Bishop Kukah is pictured with Fr Edward Muge SMA, Rector
of the SMA House of Studies, Ibadan, Nigeria which
celebrates its Silver Jubilee this year.

) ‘Fada’], an event we looked forward to. We often had to go to the
lage to collect Fada's belongings, made up of a Mass box,
pox carrying food and so on.

ksired privilege of carrying Fada's belongings from the next
l us by because we were too young. | recall pleading and
pssly for our much bigger and stronger cousins to let us

e items just briefly, but we were often considered too
are in this blessing or be trusted to carry these items.

k of meeting Fada face to face came on the day we

ewed for baptism. About 40 of us | think had travelled

ptres or so to the main parish to be interviewed for

d later on, Confirmation. | was the youngest of the

er, our Catechism teacher seemed very fond of me. He

is best student because he often handed the class to
e had to be away. | had succeeded in memorizing the
he was therefore very proud of me.
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In 2011 Fr John Haverty SMA was conferred with a Traditional 25
Chieftaincy title and celebrated the Golden Jubilee of his Priestly By
Ordination in Kachia, Nigeria where he still ministers. R
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Community Gardens

Photograph by Dee Sewell, www.greensideup.ie

The Community Garden is not a new concept; the network
of Community Gardens across Ireland has been expanding
steadily for more than a decade and the gardens have
been a successful model for
engaging various groups, helping
them to become more community
focused as well as promoting the
care and wellbeing of the earth and
its natural resources.

The gardens are often developed
on unused or neglectedland and so
improve the appearance of-the
area as well as bringing people togetherto produce fruit
and vegetables and astronger sense of community. They
vary in'size and in varieties of produce and can be found
in the towns and cities as.well as in more rural areas. They
are a real example of what Pope Francis.refers to in his
Encyclical Letter — Laudato Si [On‘the care of our common
home] =as the human responsibility to “till and keep.the

gardenof the world.”

A‘well established ‘example is the Tearmann)garden in
Baltinglass, Co: Wicklow, which Sister MaryCarmody
started in 2005. It is self<sustaining with all-profits from
what they sell being reinvested in the garden; there is'no
waste and it produces its own’ organic compost;-various

school and community groups participate and maintain
their own beds; at harvest time, all cultures and ethnic
groups in the area pick and prepare food according to
their own traditions for a community food-tasting event.

The garden has facilitated Transition year students in
projects to promote native species of plant and animal
life, as well as providing focused activity for mental health
support and active retired groups. It is also used by Scout,
pre-school and primary school groups.

In Northern Ireland such gardens have played their part in
cross-community relationship building and promoting
peace and reconciliation, bringing together young people
and adults from different traditions to encourage
integration and cooperation across all boundaries and
divisions. Developing gardens of this kind is a practical
way to promote justice and peace through greater
integration and community building, increased awareness
of the need to care for Creation, and the message that the
earth belongs to everyone and we all
share the responsibility for its
wellbeing. As Pope Francis says
"living our vocation to be protectors
of God's handiwork is essential to a
life of virtue; it is not an optional or
a secondary aspect to our Christian
experience."

Dympna Mallon, SMA Laity
Coordinator —laity@sma.ie




Carragh Lake, Co. Ker'%/ 3

Be good Stewards of the manifold
grace of God.

1 Peter 4:10
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CLIMATE J

Lord, may we know, love and serve you; may we
be instruments of justice and peace and may we
be good stewards of your manifold grace.

Pray for Climate Justice
1 November has been set aside as
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE
Christians throughout the world will take part in this
global prayer event which will focus on praying for the
success of the UN Climate Change Conference
taking place in Paris from 30 Nov - 11 Dec.
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Its aim is to achieve a legally binding and universal
agreement on climate, from all the nations of the
world, to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions that
cause climate change.

The SMA will mark this day by having special
Prayers in all SMA communities and Parishes
in Ireland.

Join us in prayer, from your home or
wherever your are,
at 7.30 pm on Saturday 1 November.

Together we will pray that world leaders attending
the Conference will reach a meaningful treaty and
that we as individuals and communities will act for

climate justice by showing greater care for creation
in our daily lives.

. ee www.sma.ie for more information.
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Thumbprint Campaign
for Climate Justice sy
In order to encourage action for mate Jusice
Climate Justice the SMA has ll,,//{”'//// W,
initiated this Campaign which is being used at all SMA
events and in all SMA Houses during 2015. It asks
individuals to promise or pledge to be better stewards
of God’s creation. People are asked to promise to take
greater care of their own environment where they
work or live and to use energy, food and other every-
day materials more carefully.
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Make your mark

Putting a thumbprint on a Pledge Sheet is the sign of this
commitment and all who do so also put their thumbprint
on a Card which they keep as a reminder of the promise
they have made. The Card has the pledge text on one side
and practical suggestions on simple actions to care for the
environment on the other side. For example: turn off the
lights when you leave a room, switch off and unplug TV's,
chargers when not in use.

Your Thumbprint is something unique, something
that identifies you from all others in the world. The
contribution you can make to Climate Justice is just
as unique because only you can make it.

If we all do a little it will add up to a lot.

Thumbprint Campaign Pledge
Lord God, I pledge to take greater care of my
environment, to do what I can in my own
home and place. I pledge to use your gifts
wisely and carefully, mindful that what I do
today is affecting our world, the lives of others
far away and generations yet to be born.

I place my thumbprint here as a sign of this pledge
and I ask you for the strength to put it into action in
my life and in the example that I give to others.

I make this prayer through Christ Our Lord.
Amen

Pope Francis Speaks

The new Encyclical, Laudato Si, seeks
to address the “urgent challenge to
protect our common home.... to bring
the whole human family together to
seek a sustainable and integral
development.” No.13
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POPE E FRANCIS

Laudato Si comes at a critical time in

history when the ecological crisis of climate change goes
hand-in-hand with the spread of social injustice. The encyc-
lical insists that measures to deal with Climate Change must
also include establishing the common good and showing
human solidarity. “A true ecological approach ... must inte-
grate questions of justice in debates on the environment, so as
to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.” No.49

This encyclical is, as the extracts below show, as much
about social justice as it is about the environment.

This sister [our common home - the Earth] now cries out to us be-
cause of the harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use and
abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. No. 2

The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like
an immense pile of filth...These problems are closely linked to
a throwaway culture. No.21

We are presently witnessing a disturbing warming of the climatic sys-
tem... Humanity is called to recognize the need for changes of lifestyle,
production and consumption, in order to combat this warming or at
least the human causes which produce or aggravate it. No.23

Climate change is a global problem with grave implications:
environmental, social, economic, political and for the distri-
bution of goods. It represents one of the principal challenges
facing humanity in our day. Its worst impact will probably be
felt by developing countries in coming decades. No. 25

If the simple fact of being human moves people to care for the
environment ... Christians in their turn realize that their re-
sponsibility within creation, and their duty towards nature
and the Creator, are an essential part of their faith. No.64

Laudato Si, Rome, June 2015

Dromantine Open Day - Caoimhe and Eavann Mallon with Pledge Sheet

Lorenzo and Fabio McGarry make their mark for Climate Justice




THE SEED THAT-WAS SOWN...

Bishop Bulus Yohanna, Vicar
Apostolic of  Kontagora,

Nigeria, with - Mass boxes

8 gifted to him by the Dromore

Apostolic Workers for two priests-elect, both from Zuru, one of the
first parishes established by SMA priests. The Ordination is planned for

November 2015.

SMA priests were visiting the Zuru area from 1941, coming from the
railway. town of Minna. The priests established Catholic missions
along the route and set up outstations in the interior. In 1952 the
Kontagora / Zuru District was established as a separate Mission area
with Fr William Byrne SMA in charge. In April 1953 an eight-acre
parcel of land was acquired for a permanent Catholic Mission. Fr
Danny Watson SMA built the Mission House. Of the estimated
population of 140,000, about one third were Muslim and the rest
were pagans. There were about 50 Catholics and 200 other Christians.
Only nineteen of the fifty Catholics were from the area, the rest were
from other parts of Nigeria.

Fr Watson's report to the Irish Provincial Superior.in May 1954 reads
as follows: “Baptisms, marriages, deaths, etc.: Since April 1953 there
have been 8 baptisms, 2 of which were baptisms in ‘danger of
death’... There has been one marriage with the dispensation from
disparity of cult, of two of the natives of the district... Confirmations
were done in November 1953 by Mons. McCarthy at which four, all
natives of the District, were confirmed.”

The last SMA in Zuru [and indeed in the entire Niger Province], Fr Sean
Hayes, handed the parish over to_the newly-arrived Kiltegan Fathers
in 1963. It was then part of the Prefecture of Minna with- Monsignor
[later Bishop] Edmund Fitzgibbon SPS as Prefect Apostolic. In turn he
handed over to the first Kataf priest, Fr Christopher Abba, who became
the first bishop of Minna in 1973. When Kontagora Prefecture was
created in 1996 this part of Minna diocese was assigned to the new
Prefecture with Fr [later Bishop] Tim Carroll SMA leading a small band

of local, SMA and Kiltegan priests. In 2012, Bishop Carroll handed
over to the first priest from the Kamberi people, Bishop Bulus
Yohanna.

Today just over 3% of the population are Catholic [50,000] in an area
half the size of Ireland with 28 priests [including 8 SMAs and 2
Salesians]. With that figure Ireland would not have one priest for each
county!

Fr Billy Sheridan [pictured], from Newport, Co Mayo along with
Fathers Dominic Anthuvan [SMA India] and Donall 0’Cathain [Cork
City] are-heavily involved.in the Vicariate well-digging programme to
provide clean water in the villages. Three other SMAs who served in
Kontagora have been appointed Bishops — Fr Frangois Gnonhossou is
now Bishop of Dassa-Zoumé, Benin Republic [see last issue for report
on his Ordination]; Fr Nestor Nongo-Aziagbia is Bishop of Bossangoa
in the Central African Republic and Fr Tim Carroll was the first Vicar
Apostolic of Kontagora.

Prior to his appointmentin 1996, Fr Tim

had spent more than 25 years in the area

involved in parish and translation work.

The usual common language in the area

was Hausa and some spokeEnglish.

Convinced that the only way to ‘meet’ the

people was through their own language

he devoted himself to this work, translating several parts of the Blble
the Mass and other sacraments into the local Kamberi language, one
of several local languages of which he was a fluent speaker. One of
Fr Tim's helpers was a young Mission boy whom Fr Tim sent to school,
who became a priest and is now his successor as Vicar Apostolic,
Bishop Bulus Yohanna! Glory and praise to God. Amen.




A Letter to our Founder

Bishop Melchior deMarion Brésillac
was a missionary, and later bishop, in
India for twelve years. Due to stiff
resistance to his plan to have Indian
clergy he resigned as Bishop of
Coimbatore and returned to France. On
8 December 1856 he founded the
Society of African Missions.

Less than three years later he was dead
from Yellow Fever which he contracted
after landing in Freetown, Sierra Leone.
He had only been six weeks in Africa.
But God sent His blessing on the
fledgling Society and, today, we are
more than 800 priests [172 Irish] at the
service of the church in Africa.

In recent years, with declining
numbers from Europe and America
we are seeing enormous growth in
our membership from Poland,
Philippines, India and thirteen
African countries.

As we approach the 159th
anniversary of the foundation of
the Society in Lyons, France, Fr
Julieto Casapao SMA [from
Philippines] shares with us a letter
he ‘sent’ to Bishop deBrésillac.

Dear Bishop deBrésillac

Greetings from Tanzania, diocese of
Shinyanga, Bugisi mission!

We are filled with gratitude to God for
making you the spark of light in our
lives. Your message of faith resounds
continuously in the life of the Society,
as it continues to live out the Christian
spirit to proclaim the Good News of
Christ to all nations. Facing different
challenges in this present time, we
continue to respond to the call of Christ
the Good Shepherd who never
abandons us in our struggles. God's
voice guides us always and searches for
us when we lose our way.

Being sent here to Tanzania, after
mission assignments in Ghana and
Philippines, | see something new in
missionary life. Life is indeed full of
surprises amidst various challenges.
Discovering God's graciousness in the
lives of His people brings special joy to
me as a missionary.

Though alone in the parish at present,
many people visit Bugisi Mission to
serve in the schools and the OLA Clinic.
They inspire me to remain steadfast in
my missionary vocation, which is an
expression of active communal faith.

This year is filled with blessings for
Bugisi Mission as we will celebrate the
sacrament of Confirmation. Since the
diocese is still waiting a new bishop*,
the Diocesan Administrator will confer
the sacrament. Parish leaders are also
actively involved in preparing the
Confirmation candidates. Sacraments
give life to the church as one people of
God and prepares the gradual growth
of the faith in the life of the people.

Bugisi Mission has 30 church
communities and celebrating the Holy
Mass makes me one with people
sharing in their happiness and hopes in
God's promise. | am so grateful to our
Regional Superior and his Council,
fellow SMA's, lay missionaries and
seminarians who are working in this
vibrant SMA Region. | am blessed to be
in this Region and to live in an
international  community  sharing
together the same missionary spirit.

| continue to receive fraternal support
from the SMA in Philippines. My
brother SMAs and supporters there
encourage me to continue in my
missionary journey. | am inspired by the
collaboration of SMA supporters and
mission partners in the work for the
Church in Africa.

Reproduced with permission from Bresillac’s Footsteps,
the Philippines District-in-formation Newsletter

May we continue to live as a
community of disciples. | pray for God's
abundant grace for our community of
witnesses in the Society of African
Missions.

Truly,
Julieto Casapao, SMA

* Shinyanga now has a new bishop:
Bishop Liberatus Sangu.
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Oath of Membership on 25 June last in Calavi,
Benin Republic.

Newly-ordained SMA Fathers Rayappa Gumala, l
Charles Jebamalai, John Arokiyadass, Vilsa
Kodavatikanti and Ratchagar Anthonusamy at the
Ordination ceremony of Fr Arokiyadass in his home
parish in Dindigul diocese, India.
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Newly-ordained SMA Fathers Rayappa
Gumala, Charles Jebamalai, John
Arokiyadass, Vilsa Kodavatikanti and
Ratchagar Anthonusamy at the
Ordination ceremony of Fr Arokiyadass in
his home parish in Dindigul diocese,
India.

The Society ordained 25 priests this year. Sounds
great? But the SMA Superior General, Fr Fachtna
O'Driscoll, when asked about this large number
replied that he had requests for four times that amount in 2015. So lots of disappointment this
year for those who failed to get a priest for their area. The harvest remains great! At the same
time as seeing these 25 new priests beginning their priestly lives we also welcomed, into the
formal start of their SMA training, 20 students who took their First Oath of Membership on
25 June last in Calavi, Benin Republic. Our picture shows some of them after their Oath
ceremony. They are now in different parts of Africa for a pastoral year [Stage] where they will
live and work alongside experienced SMA priests and learn what it means to be a missionary.

If, at the end of their Stage, they still want to continue they will go back to one of our major
seminaries to study Theology. The SMA Family Vocations Crusade [FVC] plays a huge part in
meeting the costs of educating our 300 or so seminarians throughout the world. If you would
like to know about how to sponsor a seminarian please contact your nearest SMA House for
information [addresses below].
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ONLINE DONATIONS

You may send money, at no additional cost, for
our Missionary Work, Family Vocations Crusade
(FVC), Mass Association Cards etc. using our
Donate Online facility on the www.sma.ie

homepage.
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NIGER
CHURCH
REBUILDING

Thanks to the generosity of our African
Missionary readers we have sent more than
€16,000 to help in rebuilding one of the
churches destroyed during the ant-Christian
riots in January 2015. We thank you on
behalf of both Archbishops and people of

the Church in Niger.

African Missions (SMA)
Blackrock Road. T12 TD54
Cork

021 429 2871
sma.blackrock@sma.ie

African Missions (SMA)
Wilton. T12 KR23

Cork

021 454 1069
sma.wilton@sma.ie

African Missions (SMA)
Dromantine BT34 1RH
Newry
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African Missions (SMA)
Claregalway. H91 YK64
Co Galway

091 798 880
sma.claregalway@sma.ie

African Missions (SMA)

81 Ranelagh Road. D06 WT10
Dublin 6

01 496 8162
sma.dublin@sma.ie



