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Fr Gigi Maccali SMA baptising a child in his parish.

The ‘sitting mat’ ministry
The Niger Republic, fifteen times the size of Ireland, is one of the
most challenging countries for Catholic mission work, with
Christians accounting for less than 1% of the population. The
Sahara desert covers 80% of the country.

Early years
Monsignor Waller SMA vowed in 1911 to "prepare the ways of
the Lord by preaching the Gospel” all the way from Nigeria to
Niger. Twenty years later Fr Francois Faroud SMA became the first
priest to live permanently in Niger, establishing a mission in
Niamey. Since then missions have been opened throughout the
country.
Islam and the Traditional religions hold sway in Niger. In recent
years the SMA has moved into both urban and rural areas. Today
we have missionaries working among the farming Gourmanche
people, in Makalondi and Bomoanga. The urban teams are

working in Niamey and Maradi.
The ‘rural team’ lives and ministers in an area of Primary
Evangelization (an area where the Christian Gospel had never
been preached before). In Niamey, SMA priests live in the suburbs,
some are involved in prison chaplaincy, Christian formation
programmes, social work…

The future?
• We must be living witnesses to all people to the living God, the
God of Hope;
• We must be a Church ready to accept all persons, a poor church
among poor people, open to dialogue with other forms of
worship.
• The local Catholic community must open herself to the
universal church – being involved in the missionary work of the
Church, in the spirit of the 2nd Vatican Council.
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In 2003 a Basque SMA priest, Michel
Cartatéguy SMA, was appointed as
Archbishop of Niamey. He is noted for his
excellent relations with the Muslim
leaders, both civil and religious. As a
result we are able to continue our work
without causing friction between the two
faiths. We also present the Catholic faith
in a way that is familiar to the people. The
work of inculturation and adapting our
religious practices to a Nigerien
environment is an ongoing task, without
compromising on what is essential in the
faith.

Three Italian SMA priests minister to the
Gourmanche people (visiting at least 48
villages with about 50,000 inhabitants,
mostly non-Christian). In 2013 the
Archdiocese presented an Ambulance to
the parish to be used by the Health
Centre. The old ambulance was no longer
fit for purpose due to poor roads etc. The
local community turned to the
Archdiocese asking their help. With the
assistance of a German agency and the
Archdiocese of Niamey, a new ambulance
was bought. The people have agreed to
provide for its upkeep and running
expenses.

The Church in Niger today
There are 13 SMA priests (from
Argentina, France, India, Italy and Spain)
and 2 African SMA seminarians (from
Benin Republic), on a pastoral training
year in Niger. They continue to develop
the different apostolates for which the
Niger Church is noted today.

The Makalondi team is seriously engaged
in making contact with worshippers of
the Traditional Religions. Another
essential task for the SMA is to reach out
to non-Nigeriens, many of whom are very
poor and destitute in comparison to the
indigenes.

There are eleven parishes in the
Archdiocese today, some staffed by a
growing group of diocesan priests. One
of them was ordained Auxiliary bishop of
Niamey in 2013: Bishop Djalwana
Laurent Lompo. This is a great joy for all
SMAs – a sure sign that the seeds
planted by Fr Faroud and his companions,
as well as Redemptorist missionaries, are
bearing fruit in God’s time and way.

As well as trying to build up a local clergy,
Archbishop Cartatéguy has also overseen
the development of a well-organised
laity. The Church provides many Social
Services to Nigeriens, regardless of faith.
During the recent droughts and floods,
the Catholic Church in Niger was one of
the foremost agencies responding to the
devastation wreaked by these natural
disasters. A massive food distribution
network ensured that food got out to

a Liturgical dance group during Mass in Makalondi.

remote areas, which other groups were
not interested in going to. For example,
in August 2013, one hundred Malian
refugees were given food and cooking
utensils through the Caritas committee in
Saint Augustine’s parish in Bobiel, a
suburb of Niamey.
But we have also had to take account of
another reality in Africa – the rise of
fundamentalist groups who want to
establish radical Islamic states, free from
all forms of other faiths and ‘western’
influence, particularly in education.
Though the Niger government welcomes
and appreciates the work of Christian
groups, they too are under threat from
these radical groups, who model
themselves on Al Qaeda.

Sitting mat ministry
We continue to care for the small number
of Catholics in the country. Beyond that,
both in Niamey and elsewhere, our
pastoral activity is one we may define as
related to the ‘sitting mat’. We are
present, as SMA missionaries, among the
people, listening to them and answering
their questions.
Our aim is to let the people know that
Jesus Christ and his Church are present
among them, regardless of what religious
beliefs they profess.
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From Lebanon to Ireland to Tanzania
What inspired me to enter a
Missionary Congregation?
My stay in France opened me to the wider
world. I made friends with peoples from the
five continents, different cultures, religious
beliefs and none. Passing through dark nights
of doubt in my faith in Jesus Christ, I returned
to Lebanon after finishing my PhD where I was
fortunate to get employment as a lecturer in
the Holy Spirit University, Kaslik. It was my
clear intention to remain there, work hard and
serve my country as best I could.
The OLA Sisters have seven
communities in Lebanon, involved in
primary and secondary education, care
of those with special needs, teaching
religion in parishes… Lebanese Sisters
are also on mission in Algeria, Egypt
and the Ivory Coast. Sr Micheline is the
first Lebanese Sister assigned to
Tanzania.

Sr Micheline Najjar is from the Bekaa
Valley, Lebanon. She spent three months
in the OLA Ardfoyle Convent in Cork
perfecting her knowledge of the English
language in preparation for her mission
in Tanzania. In this article, Sr Micheline
tells us of her journey to joining the OLA
Sisters and why she decided to enter a
Missionary Congregation.

I was born on the 29th July 1976 in Niha, a
beautiful small village in the Bekaa Valley,
which is a very fertile region in Lebanon
referred to as the “Land of the Cedars.” I was
five years old when my father, Gerges Najjar,
was killed during the troubles in my
homeland. I thank God my mother, Salma, is
still with us together with my brother Elie and
my two sisters Ibtissam and Sanaa. My devout
Christian family, and the Legion of Mary of
which I was a member as a child, gave me the
privilege of getting to know Jesus Christ and
of getting a good Christian Education. In 1999
I qualified as an Electrical Engineer from the
Lebanese University in Beirut. I then spent four
years in France completing a doctorate in
Computer Systems engineering. Later, as an
OLA Sister, I attended the Jesuit University of
St. Joseph in Lebanon studying Theology and
School Administration.

Searching for answers to the mystery of
human life, I got involved in parish activities
and the Charismatic Renewal Movement. I can
say that during this unforgettable period I
have known and experienced God’s love and
mercy in a personal way. Consequently, I
decided, after a year of vocation discernment,
to be a Missionary and consecrate my life to
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
echoing within my heart the words of Paul to
the Romans “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God
to save everyone who believes, for the
Jew first and then to the Greeks”(Rm.1,
16-17)

How I came in contact with the
Sisters of our Lady of Apostles
(OLA)
As I was looking around for a Missionary
Congregation I was introduced to the OLA
Sisters in November 2005 through my parish
priest who is a chaplain in the OLA school in
Kab-Elias. It was the zeal of the Sisters for
Evangelization that first attracted me. They
had a simplicity and a joy about them and a
closeness to the local people that touched me.
I said to myself: “I would like to give my
vocation a try with this group of
dedicated women.” I came to see and I
stayed.

The love of our Founder, Fr. Augustin Planque
(co-founder of the SMA) for the missions really
captivated me. He used often say “I live only
for the Mission”. I found what I was looking
for in his words addressed to the Sisters
“Apply yourselves to know and love God
in order that God may be more known
and loved.”
After four years of initial preparation I became
a professed OLA Sister in July 2009. Of course
I was dearly looking forward to being sent on
mission to Africa but instead, I was given
another task in Lebanon for four years, that of
Mission and Vocation Animation among the
youth in the parishes and in the schools.
And now my time has come for Africa. I am
assigned to Bugisi in Tanzania to join in the
teaching mission there with an international
group of OLA Sisters. At the moment I am in
Ireland to refresh my knowledge of the English
language before going to Tanzania. Words
cannot express my joy to be living in Ardfoyle
among my senior and dedicated OLA Sisters
who have given many, many years of service
to God and the peoples in Africa. They are not
only helping me to improve my command of
English but much more besides, their
generosity, their faith and zeal for mission are
an inspiration and a challenge to me. “Let us
continue to be women apostles, rooted in
the Word and living in unity so that others
will believe.” (2001 OLA General Chapter)
Sr. Micheline left for Tanzania on 7
January 2014 and is now studying Swahili
before beginning her work in Bugisi
Mission where she will be involved in
teaching IT and English.

In Tanzania there are 21 SMA priests (of
which 5 are Irish) and 13 OLA Sisters (4
Irish). The Sisters are involved in
education, medical and parish work. We
also have 6 Lay Associates – from the
Netherlands, Poland and USA. Our
teams – from 11 different countries –
work in 3 dioceses: Arusha, Mwanza
and Shinyanga.
Four Tanzanian SMA priests are working
in Kenya and Zambia.
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The African Missionary

The SMA launched the first ‘missionary
magazine’ in Ireland one hundred years
ago, when the first African Missionary
(January – March 1914) was published.
Fr Leo Hale Taylor, later Archbishop of
Lagos, was its founder and first Editor.
Its purpose – which still echoes today - was
outlined as follows: “While missionary
endeavour is losing something of its
romance by becoming more adapted to a
scientific age, there is yet much of the old
beauty of adventure. We are now in a state
of transition. The enthusiastic methods of St
Francis Xavier, St Wilfrid, and the Irish
monks, who covered a surprising extent of
ground baptising thousands with what
seems almost mistaken indiscrimination, are
giving way to carefully planned, united
action... But there is yet much adventure of
the old sort. Men are still attracted by the
double fascination of travel and of religion –
of the perigrinare pro Christo (pilgrim for
Christ). ... As the world gets better known,
and its ways and contents, something of the
hazard and strangeness of the missionary’s
life is lost. But the opportunity for success is
increased enormously.
To inspire vocations by exhibiting the beauty

and greatness of the mission life in the past
and the present – to inform enquirers by a
statement of facts – to help the work by
securing prayers and means for those who
labour for Christ unseen – whose life,
though hid with Christ in God, is yet lived in
active works of charity – such are the aims
of “The African Missionary”. The “dark
continent” is its field, with special regard to
the Western Equatorial region.” (page 3,
African Missionary, nº 2, 1914).
Our photo shows the first Catholic Church in
Effon Alaye, Ekiti, Nigeria with its Church
bell on left. This photo, taken in 1914, shows
Catechist Peter Ige (wearing dark jacket) in
the centre of the picture with his daughter
and some of the local congregation.
The African Missionary, soon joined by the
Far East (Columbans, 1918) and Missionary
Annals (Spiritans, 1919), were estimated to
have a combined circulation in 1930 of
130,000. The other major missionary
magazine appeared in 1939 – Africa,
produced by St Patrick’s Missionary Society.
Over the last 100 years there have been
many changes in The African Missionary. In
1978 the ever-popular SMA Calendar
appeared.

Through it all The African Missionary has
chronicled the highs and lows of missionary
life. It went from being a quarterly magazine
to bimonthly and then 5 times a year with a
Calendar as the 6th issue. Thousands of
people promoted the magazine, especially
teachers in primary schools the length and
breadth of Ireland. Many others received
their individual copy by post. At that time,
readers paid an annual subscription.
Some years ago the decision was made to
distribute The African Missionary and SMA
Calendar free to those who wanted it. And
this is still the case. We invite readers to send
donations to help defray the cost of printing
and postage and for our work in Africa. And
they continue to support us as best they can,
despite the difficult financial position many
are in. For this we are always grateful.
We look forward to the coming 100
years.... reminding the people of Ireland
of their proud missionary tradition and
asking them to continue their generous
support, by prayers and donations, and
to invite young people to consider the
possibility of a missionary vocation with
the Society of African Missions.
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Typhoon Haiyan
a personal account
I am from Can-Avid, Eastern Samar,
Philippines. I am the 8th born of 12 children.
During my university studies I saw an SMA
vocations poster in my church and just one
word struck me: Africa! After I got my
Teaching degree I was still interested in being
a missionary priest and going to.... Africa!
And so I joined the Philippines branch of the
SMA. Our Filipino priests are working at
home as well as in Africa (Ghana and
Tanzania).
In April 2013 I completed my Spiritual Year
programme. Now I am in our seminary in
Manila, studying Theology. I am happy to be
with the SMA, for there is a real fraternal care
among the members.
On 8 November 2013 Super Typhoon Haiyan
(Yolanda) hit the central part of the
Philippines. It first landed on my islands of
Eastern Samar and Leyte. Typhoons are
frequent here; we have become used to them,
since my place faces the Pacific Ocean.
However never before did we experience
such a terrible typhoon as this one. The
untouchable mangroves were uprooted,
some of the asphalt roads were torn apart,
trees were uplifted to the other side of the
road, most houses were totally destroyed,
while those that remained were badly
damaged. Coconut trees here are typhoon
resistant, they are not easily uprooted or
broken, but this time the coconut trees were
like candles, with very few left standing.
Immediately after the typhoon hit the area,
electricity and communications went down. I
became worried about the situation of my
family. I only managed to make contact with
them after a week. According to my sister, the
typhoon came very rapidly and was very
strong. The roof of our house has been badly
damaged, thus making it hard for them to
settle. The ‘nipa wall’ of our house has been
blown away also. Close to our house is our

small welding shop; it saddened me to know
that this welding shop, the source of income
for our family, was not spared. My sister’s
home is now under water so she and her
family are living with my father. I worried
about how my family could start again after
this calamity. Our area relies heavily on
farming and most crops were destroyed.
Despite the terrible devastation we were
luckier than many other places as our death
toll was very low. But many people were
injured by flying debris, walls collapsing etc.
On 11 December SMA Philippines organized
a relief operation to my parish, Our Lady,
Queen of Angels, led by Fr. Alan Canoneo
SMA and my fellow seminarians. It is over
1,000 kms from Manila and it took us more
than 24 hours, travelling by bus and boat. We
brought food, clothing, footwear (flip-flops)
and other important things. We distributed
some of the goods to our neighbours, and the
rest we turned over to our parish for
distribution to those areas which have very
poor access. Our parish priest was very
thankful that they were not forgotten.
Despite the distance, the SMA came to their
aid.
I visited Barangay Rawis, one of the most
affected places near to our village. Being
beside the Pacific their main livelihood is
fishing. More than 30 houses were washed
away by the sea surge, just from this village
alone. I used to visit the place when I was
studying at home. I liked it here because of
its natural beauty; now the place has become
really awful.
Life there is so tough, with the devastation of
homes and livelihood. Items that are
available have become expensive, so many
cannot afford to buy the materials to repair
their houses. With the parish priest we
distributed the SMA relief goods to them.
Young and old formed a line, waiting for their

Filipino-born Mariel Sumallo is a seminarian
with the SMA in Manila, Philippines. Last
November we saw TV reports of the
devastation wreaked by Typhoon Haiyan. The
SMA team in the Philippines in link with the
Irish Province organised to help people
affected by the disaster. Mariel explains some
of what they did.

turn to be given some food and clothing. I
really saw in the people’s eyes how happy
they were, having felt the love of the Lord
manifested because of what we brought. And
this was only possible because of the funds
we received from the SMA supporters in
Ireland and elsewhere.
From the bottom of my heart I thank SMA
Ireland and all those who contributed to help
my family, neighbours and local community
rise from the devastation and pain caused by
the typhoon. Thank you so much for your lifechanging love and generosity. Through your
support, the food did not only fill our
stomachs, and the clothing did not only cover
us, but it gave us hope and courage to hold
on and to move on. Thank you so much for
your love and concern.
The SMA continues to support the ongoing
efforts to relieve the suffering in Mariel’s
parish as well as in the neighbouring Holy
Family parish, where Fr German Patiga SMA
comes from. Our team in Manila decided to
twin and concentrate on these two parishes
to maximise their efforts and to ensure that
all our funds go to the most needy and ensure
that nothing is wasted. Even when houses
have been rebuilt and some ‘normal’ life
returns there will still remain the trauma for
thousands trying to cope with the loss of
parents, children, sisters and brothers. At
present, the SMA team are examining the
possibilities of providing some Counselling
service to help in this area.
To help their continuing work please
Donate Online at www.sma.ie or send
what you can to SMA Development
Office (Philippines), African Missions,
Blackrock Road, Cork.
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We commend the following OLA and SMA members and our
deceased supporters to your prayers.
Fr William Burke (Carrenroe, The Rower, Co Kilkenny) served in
Nigeria, aged 87 years on 30 October 2013.
Fr Thomas Mullahy (Cornfield, Hollymount, Co Mayo) served in
Nigeria and Ireland, aged 79 years on 5 December 2013.
Fr Seán Ryan (Louth, Co Louth) served in Nigeria and Ireland,
aged 80 years on 22 February 2014.
Lord God, welcome our deceased SMA supporters, benefactors
and missionaries, into the peace of your Kingdom. Reward the
good they have done; forgive their faults.
May they pray for us and, one day, may we all be reunited in our
eternal home. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Due to circumstances beyond our control
our Dromantine Family Funday
will take place on

SUNDAY, 29 JUNE
not 8th June as previously announced
and as printed in the SMA Calendar

POSTCODES ARE COMING

Online
Donations

To serve...
To proclaim...
To bring Good News...

AFRICA STILL LONGS FOR GOD’S WORD.
WHY NOT JOIN US IN THE LORD’S SERVICE AS A
MISSIONARY?
Contact the Vocations Director at your nearest SMA House

“TO BE A MISSIONARY FROM THE DEPTHS
OF MY HEART”
- Bishop Melchior de Marion Brésillac, Founder of SMA

African Missions (SMA)
Wilton
Cork
021 454 1069
sma.wilton@sma.ie

DATE CHANGED

With the introduction of postcodes in the
Republic we need to have your complete
address - house number included! Please
take the time to check your address and
complete it. Many thanks!

CHRIST’S
CALL

African Missions (SMA)
Blackrock Road
Cork
021 429 2871
sma.blackrock@sma.ie

DROMANTINE
FAMILY FUN DAY

African Missions (SMA)
Dromantine
Newry
028 3082 1224
sma.dromantine@sma.ie

You can send money, at no extra
cost, for our missionary work, Family
Vocations Crusade (FVC), Mass
Association Cards, Philippines
Appeal etc. through our Donate
Online facility on the www.sma.ie
homepage.

SMA PILGRIMAGE
TO LOURDES
17 – 22 September
Further details from Fr Hugh Harkin SMA

021 - 429 2871
African Missions (SMA)
Claregalway
Co Galway
091 798 880
sma.claregalway@sma.ie

African Missions (SMA)
81 Ranelagh Road
Dublin 6
01 496 8162
sma.dublin@sma.ie
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My soul is longing for your Peace...

