“Did not our hearts burn?” Luke 24:32
Outlined below is a prayer guideline to be used to pray for missionaries during October – the month of mission.

Preparation: Place five lighted candles in the centre of the room forming a circle. The circle symbolises the world, while the candles represent five components of mission – Proclamation, Liberation, Witness, Dialogue, Spirituality Prayer. 
Suggested gathering hymns: 
The Servant Song, Richard Gillard; Who will speak, Marty Haugen

Introduction
Leader:
During the month of Mission we focus our thoughts and prayers on the many missionaries throughout the world, especially those who have left their shores to live, preach and minister in countries other than their own.
There are 2,184 Irish missionaries working in 83 countries. We bring to this sacred space their deep sense of spirituality and commitment.    (pause)
Leader:
Let us now listen as the Scriptures are opened for the disciples on the road to Emmaus. As baptised Christians we too, like the disciples, are called to renew and deepen our passion for God’s mission and are challenged to missionary activity whether it is abroad or in our own communities. 
Reader 1:
Luke 24:13-17, 28-32


Pause and reflect on the word of God in the Gospel of Luke.

Take time to identify the mission that God is calling you to in your life.


In today’s multicultural society do our lives reflect the missionary spirit of spreading God’s Kingdom by welcoming and living with the stranger?

Leader:     We hear your words calling, your words of encouragement, of invitation and of challenge and we hear your call for us to be faithful to the mission of the church. We place our lives in your loving hands.  Amen.

Prayers of petition
Leader:     We join our hearts with missionaries in distant places as we pray that our lives will mirror  Christ’s example of discipleship. 

Let us pray, saying: 
God of faithfulness, hear our prayer

Cois Tine Resources

Sandals are brought forward and placed in the centre of the room. God calls people to leave their home and land to be witnesses to the Good News in other lands among other peoples, especially among the poor. These sandals, which we bring remind us of all missionaries who journey in their service of God.
Reader 2:
Jesus met his disciples when they were on the road to Emmaus.  He listened to their story and shared his own with them. His presence warmed their hearts. We pray that we may know that burning conviction in our own hearts. 

For this we pray: 
God of faithfulness, hear our prayer

A large lighted candle is placed at the centre of the circle of candles.  This is a reminder that we are all called to follow the light of Christ and by our words and actions be a light of Christ in the world for others. 

Reader 3:
Jesus proclaimed that the Kingdom of God was near at hand.  We pray that His Kingdom of peace, love, justice and freedom might touch the lives of all who live in poverty and oppression. 

For this we pray: 
God of faithfulness, hear our prayer

A bible is placed beside the candle.  The word of God is a strength and guide to all who hear and receive his word.  Through the word of God we come to know and love God more and grow in faithfulness and justice.
Reader 4:
Jesus proclaimed the Good News.  We pray that our local churches may never cease to be generous in their missionary outreach and proclaim the Good News to all peoples throughout the world. 

For this we pray: 
God of faithfulness, hear our prayer
A copy of the poster – ‘Everyone smiles in the same language’ is placed beside the bible.  Each person brings their own uniqueness and giftedness regardless of ‘tribe, tongue, people or nation’.  The Good News is for all.

Leader:
Lord Jesus, as once You opened the Scriptures to the disciples on the road to Emmaus we ask you to renew missionaries with the truth and power of your Word.  Give them renewed enthusiasm for the Gospel, courage in leadership, humility in service, fellowship with one another and with all their brothers and sisters in You.

Invitation to pray Our Father
Invite all present to stand in a circle with right hand extended turned in an upward position symbolising an openness to receive from God and left hand turned downward to signify passing on what we receive to others. 

Leader: 
From East to West and North to South a people cry out to God saying: Our Father ...

Invitation to sign of peace

Invite all present to exchange the sign of peace with each other. Having exchanged peace all present move to a different seat signifying that mission means leaving where you are and going to a new place with your whole being - heart, mind, soul and body. 

Leader:
May we build communities which are signs of God’s presence, and share the Good News of salvation with all peoples. Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

Concluding prayer
Leader:
Lord, our God, Creator of all that exists, 

bless all missionaries throughout the world that their work may bear fruit. 

Together with them, may we reflect your love with a spirit of generosity in service to a world that is longing for your love and where all will experience hearts burning with your love. May God truly bless us Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier.
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