CHURCH TEACHING
 Excerpts from the encyclical Erga Migrntes Caritas Christi  - The love of God towards Migrants.
Christians are called on to:

· give witness to and practice not only the spirit of tolerance – but also respect for the other’s identity.   

· open a way towards sharing with people of different origins and cultures a “respectful proclamation” of their own faith. 

· a culture of solidarity so as to achieve together a real communion of persons.

 In migrants the Church has always contemplated the image of Christ who said, “I was a stranger and you made me welcome” (Mt 25:35).  Their condition is, therefore, a challenge to the faith and love of believers, who are called on to heal the evils caused by migration and discover the plan God pursues through it.   In the foreigner a Christian sees not simply a neighbour, but the face of Christ Himself, who was born in a manger and fled into Egypt, where he was a foreigner…..“There is no room for distinction between Greek and Jew, between the circumcised and the uncircumcised, or between barbarian and Scythian, slave and free man” (Col 3:11).

Tolerance is not enough. What is needed is a certain feeling for the other, respect as far as possible for the cultural identity of one’s dialogue partners…... Keeping our eyes on the gospel thus means attention to people too, to their dignity and freedom.  Helping them advance integrally requires a commitment to fraternity, solidarity, service and justice.

